What brings a character to life?

Activity:

1. Look through your textbook and find a picture of someone or something that looks like he, she, or it could be an interesting character.

2. Invent a life for that character.  Think about the things such as where the character lives, what the character cares about most, and how he, she, or it responds to triumphs and challenges.

a. Brainstorm about these topics by creating a T-chart organizer or a web.

3. Quickwrite – Compose a paragraph introducing your character to the class.  You can simply begin by writing:  “I would like to introduce you to _________________________________.  
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Part I pg. 170 – Point of View

What is point of view?



	



	How is point of view created?
	It is created by the ____________________________ choice
of narrator, _____________________________ that tells the story.


	Types of point of view:
1. 
2. First Person






3. Read the example.  How do you know it is told from first person point of view?




	1. 
· Is the ___________________________ or minor character in the story.
· Uses the pronoun ___________ and _____________
· Shares his or her ___________________________________ or, personal, view of other ______________________________ and events
· Doesn’t know the _________________________________, feelings, and _________________________________ of other characters.

2. 

	4. Third Person Limited






5. Read the example.  How do you know it is told from third person point of view?




	3. 
· is not a ________________________________ in the story but an ___________________________________ observer
· zooms in on the thoughts, _____________________________, and opinions of one character.

4.  







	Third Person Omniscient










6. Read the example.  How do you know it is told from third person point of view?


	5. 
· is not a character in the ____________________________ but an outside __________________________________________ whose observations can be ____________________________, or unbiased (fair)
· is “__________________________________________” – that is, he or she has access to the _________________________________, feelings, and opinions of ___________________ characters

6.  

	Model 1:  First Person pg. 171
from Toning the Sweep

One sentence that reflects the first person point of view has been boxed.  Identify another one.


Suppose Emily’s grandmother was the narrator of the novel.  How might that change what you learn about the woman and her granddaughter?  (the woman is the one telling the story now from her perspective).

	






	
	

	Model 2:  Third Person Omniscient pg. 171
from Broken Chain

Suppose the narrator had not revealed Ernie’s thoughts in lines 3-6.  How might this affect your impression of Ernie?


	If the narrator had not revealed Ernie’s thoughts in lines 3-6, then I might think that Ernie is a _____________________________________ person because . . .

	Part 2 pg. 172: 
Character Traits and Motivation
How do you learn about people?


	
You learn about people’s qualities, or ______________________, by observing the way the _____________________, talk, and ___________________.

	Methods of indirect characterization












	1. Physical Appearance:  Description of the character’s looks, ________________________________, body _________________________________, and facial expressions.
· What words are used in the example that provides an indirect characterization of Madeline?
              I do – stiffly
              You do - _____________________________________________________

2. Other Characters:  Presentation of others’ impressions of the character and their ________________________________ or relationships with him or her.
· What do her classmates do that provide clues for characterizing Madeline?
              I do – They smirk at her
              You do - ______________________________________________________

3. Speech, Thoughts, and Actions:  Presentation of a ______________________________ speech patterns, ____________________________, talents, opinions, or ____________________________ with others.
· What clues are given by the narrator that help the reader characterize Madeline?
                      I do – no longer waste energy trying to fit in
                      You do - _______________________________________________________


	Model 1:  Characterization pg. 173     from Galloping Foxley

What methods of characterization has the author used to describe the stranger?  Highlight or circle your answer(s).

What kind of person do you think the stranger is?  Cite specific details that affected your impression of him
	Physical Appearance
Other Characters
Speech, Thoughts, and Actions



	
	
I think the stranger is __________________________________ because in the text it says . . .


	
Model 2:  Character Traits pg. 173
from The Green Armchair

Reread the boxed descriptions of Sopeap’s thoughts and feelings.  What do these descriptions suggest about her traits?   
	



	
What is character motivation?
	
Character motivation is the reason behind their __________________________________.   It is the “why” behind what they chose to do.




	
What do you need to consider when trying uncovering a character’s motivation?
	· The narrator’s ____________________________ comments about a character’s motivation
· A character’s actions, ________________________________, and values.
· Your own ______________________________________ of the emotions – love, greed, ambition, __________________________________ - that drive human ___________________________________________.

	Read from The Moustache pg. 174.

17-year old Mike finally decides to visit his grandmother in the nursing home.  What factors are motivating his actions?
	
1.  Initial motivation:



2.  2nd thoughts but what eventually motivates him to go inside??



3.  Based on 1 and 2, what do these motivations tell you about Mike?




	Summary:  In "The Elevator", we viewed the story through Martin's point of view. How would the story have been different if told from another point of view, such as Martin's father's perspective?  Think about the following questions:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Would the conflict have been the same?   Yes    No     
Would the voice of the narrator have been the same?   Yes    No  
Would the background information have been the same?   Yes    No  
Would the way we view the characters have been the same?    Yes    No  

Considering your answers to these questions, explain what would happen if "The Elevator" had been written from Martin's father's point of view.  
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