To Kill a Mockingbird
Guided Questions

Part II Ch. 12-17
These are questions that should guide your reading.  This is not a novel that you can skim and expect to understand it well.  I encourage you to ask me questions and/or use online resources to help you understand if you are having difficulty!  However, online resources alone without reading will not give you a full understanding of the literary elements and the characters.  

If you don’t have your own copy of the novel, I would suggest post it notes or journaling while you read.  Read chapters 12-17 by April 27th (A) or April 28th (B).   
Chapters 12-17:  Be prepared for a WRITTEN assessment covering these chapters on the dates above.
1.  Describe how Jem has matured since Chapter 1.
2.  How is this summer different than summers of the past?

3.  What is ironic about Scout’s statement on pg. 118?  “It was a happy cemetery.”

4.  Jem and Scout go to church with Cal.  Why does she take extra care going over the children’s clothes before going to church?

5.  How were the children treated at Cal’s church?  Infer why.

6.  Why does Cal change her dialect when she is at her church?

7.  What has Tom Robinson been accused of?  How has this affected his family?

8.  How are Cal and Zeebo, her son, different than most African Americans in Maycomb?
9.  How would you describe the tone at the beginning of Chapter 13 when Aunt Alexandra arrives?  Support with textual evidence (word choice, images, details).


*  I know the tone is _________________________ because  . . .

10.  Why is Aunt Alexandra coming to live with them?  How does Scout feel about this? 

Explain why you think she lies to Atticus.

11. How does Aunt Alexandra fit into Maycomb’s social circles?
12. What is ironic about Aunt Alexandra’s statement about “Fine Folks”?  Who points out this irony?

13. Describe how Aunt Alexandra is trying to change Atticus.  How do Jem and Scout react to this short-lived change?

14. Even though Atticus does not agree with Aunt Alexandra on her ways of raising children, why does he not stop her?  Why does he make the children mind her?  What example is he trying to set for his children?

15. Why does Scout lay into Jem?

16.  Dill shows up under Scout’s bed.  How does Jem break the code of childhood?
17.  What do we learn about Dill’s family back home?  Why do you think he told so many lies about his life earlier in the book?
18. What is the foreshadow at the beginning of Chapter 15?  Explain the metaphor and what you think it represents.
19. What’s Aunty’s view on Atticus defending Tom Robinson?

20. Why does Atticus go to the jail that night?
21. What affect does Scout have on the mob of men?  Why?

22. Connect the situation above to the theme of innocence.

23. What lesson comes back up again at the breakfast table?  (Hint – Miss Caroline).

24. Describe the parade in front of the Finch house the day of the trial.

25. Why do so many people dislike Dolphus Raymond?
26. Now that we know that Atticus was appointed to defend Tom Robinson, why do you think the judge appointed him and not some other lawyer?

27. Where do Scout and Jem sit during the trail?  Would this be an acceptable place for them to sit?  Why or why not?

28. Describe Judge Taylor.

